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KCRC’S New Year, New Officers, and New Opportunities to Fly RC!
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G

reetings KCRC’ers! It is my privilege and
honor to be chosen to serve as your President for 2022–2023. I know I also speak for your
other new officers, that they, too, are honored
to receive your vote of confidence. Congratulations to Edwin Chavez (Vice-President), Jim
Hulse (Treasurer), and the Energizer Bunny,
John Midgorden (Secretary). I believe this is an
excellent and energetic team to lead our club
into 2023. I also want to congratulate Andrew
Sites who has been appointed by the Board of
Directors to serve as our club Safety Officer.
Jim Cianciolo will continue to serve as the Park
Department Liaison, and John Midgorden will
continue to grace us with the Contacts newsletter each month. A new addition is Leonard
LaForte who has been appointed as the Park
Liaison Alternate to assure continuity with
Jackson County Parks & Recreation. Of
course, we must all thank Phil Lucido (Pres.),
Susan Calvin (VP), and Doug Mayle
(Treasurer), and John Midgorden (Secretary)
for their dedicated service to the club over the
past two years. Also, thanks to Susan for her
years of service as our club safety officer. The
monthly safety columns have always been
informative and insightful.

New President Jon Britt firing up his Hotdogger
at the very windy September Club Meeting!

Club Meeting
will be held
at the EAA Hanger
October 21st

Continued on Page 2
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We have much to do in 2023. Your officers and Board of Directors will
outline a list of activities and projects which the membership will review and, hopefully, ratify at the next meeting, October 19th. Of primary importance to all of us is the operating budget for all the
things we like to do and hope to accomplish. In his last Treasurer’s
report, Doug made it clear that the club has been overspending our
income. We will be addressing this with approved event budgets
within which the event/project leader operate. Any large expenditure projects will, of course, be approved by the club membership,
and, only if absolutely necessary, special assessments could be proposed to fund the project. It is important to note that we are a notfor-profit organization, so our objective is not to build a massive bank
account, but to sufficiently fund the activities we, as a club, vote to
support, and leave a positive balance for the next group of officers.
In the end, your officer’s objectives are to respond to the membership’s wishes regarding flying events, field improvements, social involvement, and Park Department relationships. We are here to provide guidance and recommendations, facilitate club events and
initiatives, and establish and maintain the necessary lines of communication with the AMA and the Park Department. But it is the
club’s combined efforts that will actually make them happen. Your
officers are not here to execute all the events and projects to which
the membership votes “Yes,” Your “Yes” vote in support of specific
events and initiatives is also a “Yes, I will participate in making it
happen” vote. In other words, get involved!
All that “business stuff” is clearly not the fun part of the hobby we all
love and enjoy, but essential to a vibrant club. I ask that you be active in the club, religiously attend the club meetings, fly often, and
get involved in our various activities. Don’t be surprised if you get

a phone call soliciting your hands-on support. IT IS FUN to be
involved. If more get involved, it is MUCH easier to host first
class and well attended flying and non-flying events, events
which the attendees go home saying “I can’t wait until next
year!” And they bring more folks the next time!
I look forward to working with the other officers and all the
membership to make 2023 and great year for KCRC!
Always perfect flights and soft landings,
Jon Britt, President

Remember
Beginning in October Club Meetings
will be back to the EAA Hanger
at Lee’s Summit Airport

YOUR 2023 OFFICERS
Jon Britt, President
(816) 825-9490
joncat@sbcglobal.com
Edwin Chavez, Vice-president
(615) 522-6660
EdwinRazorChavez@outlook.com
Jim Hulse, Treasurer
(913) 484-1738
letsgolf_3@hotmail.com
John Midgorden, Secretary
(816) 769-2199
jomidgorden@mac.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Phil Lucido
(816) 582-8167
lucido4405@gmail.com
Doug Mayle
(816) 507-2782
dmayle@kc.rr.com
Susan Calvin
(816) 478-8330
scalvin47@earthlink.net
Andrew Sites, Safety Officer
(660) 238-5340
andrewsites3@gmail.com
FLEMING PARK LIAISON
Jim Cianciolo
(816) 645-3558
kcrcpilot@comcast.net
Leonard LaForte
(816) 898-2291
LeonardLaforte@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
John Midgorden
(816) 769-2199
jomidgorden@me.com
WEBMASTER AND
FACEBOOK EDITOR
Edwin Chavez
(615) 522-6660
EdwinRazorChavez@outlook.com

Club Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month.
October through March meetings are at the EAA Hanger
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Minutes of the September Meeting

he september 21st KCRC Club Meeting at the
Charles Reed Memorial flying field was called
to order by President Phil Lucido at 7:00 P.M.
Treasurer Doug Mayle and Secretary John
Midgorden were in attendance. Vice-president
Susan Calvin was absent due to illness. There
were 29 members present and 2 guests: Duane
Hulen’s grandson and Dennis McGraw.
This was the final Club meeting at the field for the
year. The evening turned out to be overcast and
windy. Jon Britt was the only pilot who braved
the weather and flew his Hotdogger before the
meeting. Duane Hulen cooked the hotdogs and
Polish sausages.
President Phil opened the business session by asking for a motion to approve the August minutes.
A motion was received and seconded—the
Minutes were approved.
Phil announced that the election of officers
would be the first order of business. He asked if
there were any additional nominations for the 4
offices up for election. There were none. Since
there were 2 nominations for Treasurer the election would be by secret ballot according to the
Club’s Constitution/ByLaws. The printed ballots
were handed out. After the ballots were turned
in Doug Mayle and Bill Steinweg counted the
ballots to determine the winners.
While the ballots were being counted Phil called
for officer reports.
Secretary’s Report—John Midgorden
1. John suggested that the Club have the Toys
for Tots toy gathering at the November meeting since it would be closer to Christmas.
There was no objection.
2. He also suggested that the EAA Hanger rent
would need to be paid before the next
meeting.
3. Then he reported that Pat Masters had to
have a pace maker put in. He had no obvious symptoms but his doctor indicated he
could pass out at any time.

4. John also indicated that he still doesn’t know
the dates of Gary Fisher’s Estate Sale but he
will email everyone when he gets the dates.
5. John also indicated that he will have the
2023 Membership Application finished now
that the Treasurer position has been determined.
OLD BUSINESS
The runway issue was raised again. After Mr.
Johnson at the Park administration had emailed
the runway repair company they finally came
out to patch two areas on the runway on the
morning of the Club meeting. Unfortunately
what they did just made those areas on the runway worse. Edwin Chavez suggested that since
Parish didn’t do their job well that we need to
contact Leonard LaForte’s friend who had proposed to provide his solution to the problems for
an amount of $1,200. Phil asked for a motion to
approve hiring this fellow and it received a second. Phil mentioned that it would need to have
Park approval. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report—Doug Mayle
1. Doug reported that the Check Book was
balanced as of the end of August and he
reported the balance.
2. On September 4th he and Susan Calvin delivered a check for $721 to Children’s Mercy
Hospitals from the donations at the National
Model Aviation Day.
3. The Warbird Event had a net gain of $548.60.
4. Doug also reported he had 2 memberships
for the new year.
5. In response to Duane Hulen’s question the
deposit for the John Knox Pavilion will be
paid in November.
NEW BUSINESS
Phil mentioned he received information from a
fellow who has a number of gas engines for sale
and model magazines dating back to 1947. The
fellow lives in Blue Springs and if anyone is interested he has the guys phone number.
Continued on Page 4
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Edwin Chavez mentioned that there is another
guy who has a number of engines for sale. But in
his contact with the Northern Knights the engines are with the fellows son in Colorado. Edwin
has a phone number if anyone is interested in
the gas engines.
Phil indicated that Rob Zydeco in Lawrence, KS
has asked if there is power here at the field. Evidently one of the Rangers thought we do have
power. So, it is clear that the Rangers don’t know
much about our field and its facilities. Maybe
there is a need to have a talk with the Rangers
to make them aware of our facility. Drew is coming to the field for his company and will bring a
generator. What he is doing would not interfere
with normal flying at the field.
Ron Dulinsky suggested that maybe we should
have the Rangers come to the field to learn
more about our operations. Some may even be
interested in learning to fly RC. Ron suggested
that next Spring, when we begin flying again,
might be a good time to invite the Rangers.
Before announcing the election results Phil
asked for the members to sustain the appointed
positions of Jimmy C. Park Liaison, Susan Calvin
Safety Officer and John Midgorden Newsletter
Editor.

Phil then announced the results of the election.
President — Jon Britt
Vice-president — Edwin Chavez
Treasurer — Jim Hulse
Secretary — John Midgorden
The question of bringing donuts to the winter
meetings was raised and Leonard LaForte volunteered to bring the donuts.
Ron Dulinsky reported on the progress on the
Build and Fly Program. He indicated that building a model with the kids takes a lot more time
than building one yourself. The present model is
nearing completion with servo mounting, battery tray and decals remaining. There are only 2
kids left to finish the model. Doing this again next
year needs to be decided. Ron feels a simpler
kind of model needs to be built that doesn’t
take so long to build.
Phil reminded everyone that next month’s meeting will be at the EAA Hanger.
There was a motion to adjourn and seconded.
Respectfully Submitted
John Midgorden, Secretary
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Mike Ryken suggested that we might ought to
have an assistant Park Liaison person to learn
the ropes since Jimmy C. might want to step
down eventually. Leonard LaForte indicated he
would be willing to serve as an assistant to Jim-

my C. with the Park. These positions are appointed by the Board, so everyone agreed that
for now we should sustain the present 3 positions.
If anyone is interested to serve in one of these
positions let the Board now of your interest. There
was a voice vote and the present appointed
positions were approved.

Duane Hulen cooking behind bulletin
board so wind wouldn’t blow out the grill.

Up in the air Junior Birdmen watching Jon
Britt fly is Hotdogger in the high wind
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Safety Officer’s Report
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emember to do the following in order to safely and
legally fly at Lee’s Summit RC fields:
TRUST UAS Safety Test: https://trust.modelaircraft.org/
FAA DroneZone: https://faadronezone-access.faa.gov/#/
AMA membership renewal: https://www.modelaircraft.org/joinrenew-ama
Lees Summit Parks and Rec: Obtain your annual
Park RC permit
(Optional) KCRC membership application: https://
www.kcradiocontrol.com/_files/ugd/
fe424a_2ce3d6eeb8994b7d91ed0ba53ce153c5.p
df
Always remain below 400’ of altitude above
ground level (AGL)
Always maintain visual-line-of-sight (VLOS) with
your aircraft
Always remain aware and remain well clear of
manned traffic (including paragliders, balloons,
and ultralight aircraft, yes these are all common at
Lake Jacomo)
Drink water

As we come to the end of the main flying season,
don’t forget to properly winterize your gear for storage
until spring (unless you plan to fly during the cold season). That means taking fuel out of your tanks, fuel
lines, cleaning nitro off your wings, etc, you get the
point; but, one of these items is discharging batteries
to storage capacity for you electric folks. Doing this
ensures not only the longevity of your batteries, but the
safety of them in storage as well. Storing these batteries between 30% and 50% capacity is ideal to prevent
cell damage, expansion, and cell chemistry issues. I
want to take a moment to remind everyone that battery discharge should always be accomplished prior to
long-term storage. Never leave your batteries unattended while they are charging. Always charge your
batteries in a safe and non-flammable location if possible, and use protective equipment in case of a LiPo
fire. Storage locations should also be dry, temperature
controlled environments. Always follow manufacturer
recommended charging practices usually found on
labels of batteries.
LiPo safe bags are good for attempting to contain a
lipo explosion, but many tests have proven that these
bags will fail in the event of an explosion and the following fire, not to mention they are hardly heat-resistant. I see many people putting their LiPos in bags, and

by Andrew Sites
then in ammo-cans to prevent fire from escaping. Unfortunately these ammo cans can reach temperatures
of over 1000 degrees Fahrenheit, therefore damaging
other property or starting their own fires. Weather stripping on these cans can also be a hazard as they may
cause the pressure inside the can build, ultimately becoming explosive. A safe solution to this is a container
called BatSafe, which has been designed to withstand
LiPo explosions and relieve the pressure created by the
event in a controlled manner. It even filters the smoke!
You can find these on Amazon for $60-$250 depending on size. I am thinking about picking one up for myself since I live in an apartment for the time being.
So, what should you do if you have a LiPo fire? Aside
from calling the fire department or emergency services, remember how violent these explosions and fires
can be and do not try to touch or grab the battery.
Signs of a lipo at risk of a fire are puffing, unusual heat,
and the notorious “hiss” a lipo makes when it has ruptured. Generally, the “hiss” means it’s too late. According to DroneU, the last thing you want to use in
the event of a battery fire is water. Remember these
are electrical fires which are much more complex in
nature than other fires, and require dry chemicals to
be extinguished. DroneU mentions Purple-K fire extinguishers as being the recommended and most effective avenue of extinguishing a battery fire. These can
be found on amazon for $100-$150.
I want to mention here that I am NOT a certified firefighter, these recommendations are simply from research of best practices, the work of others in the industry, and my own usage of LiPo batteries. I find this
information vital to share and remind everyone of due
to the current popularity of electric aircraft, drones,
other technologies which utilize lithium batteries, and
the future of electric vehicles. It may benefit all of us to
receive formal training from a fire department in extinguishing battery fires due to the increase in lithium
battery usage.
I would like to focus these monthly safety reports on
time-sensitive issues (such as battery storage for the
winter) or pressing matters such as new FAA regulations and requirements that we should aim to comply
with. My goal is to keep these reports focused on realtime events that apply to all of us in the RC and unmanned aircraft communities.
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From Andrew Sites our new Safety Officer
Some products and media for you to enjoy:
BatSafe:
https://www.amazon.com/Bat-Safe-Lipo-Lithium-Battery-Charging-Safe/dp/B0B71NWD57/ref=sr_1_4?
crid=2MFAWHYSB7V0V&keywords=bat+safe&qid=1665159255&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIzLjYyIiwicXNhIjoiMy41MyIsInFzcCI6IjMuMjgifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=bat+safe%2Caps%2C97&sr=8-4
Purple-K Fire Extinguisher:
https://www.amazon.com/Amerex-B479T-Purple-Chemical-Extinguisher/dp/B00F5CKJ5E/ref=sr_1_4?
gclid=Cj0KCQjwnP-ZBhDiARIsAH3FSRc9LFILFWi_k1FaF--aIT8RmWOy4ax8dRYnSkciWMI9yKwdp8He8pEaAhsTEALw_wcB&hvadid=177785530941&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=1020414&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=1
670383901847577772&hvtargid=kwd-4211618446&hydadcr=1423_9902113&keywords=purple+k+fire+extinguisher&qid=1665159175&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIzLjEyIiwicXNhIjoiMi4yNyIsInFzcCI6IjIuMDcifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-4
&ufe=app_do%3Aamzn1.fos.006c50ae-5d4c-4777-9bc0-4513d670b6bc
LiPo Explosion and fire:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hGfCwPwCPQ
(Editor’s Note: You may not be able to click on these https websites. Just copy them and paste them
into your web browser.)

Stool Pigeon Midgorden watching his Ultra Stix fly by.

Jon Britt and his Andrews’ Trainermaster.
This model is the masterwork of Gary Fisher.
Jon had this exact model for his first
low wing model way back when.
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Meet Our New Officers

Jon Britt— Our New President

• Retired Mechanical & Aerospace engineer (Univ.
of MO - Columbia, 1977).
• First RC model in 1967. Started modeling with Free
flight and Control line, 1959.
• Joined KCRC in 1969.
• Pattern competitor 1974 thru 1993.
• NATS best finish in F3A Pattern - 1990, 6th placeParticipated in nine USA FAI F3A Team Selection Tournaments US F3A Aerobatics Team Manager

Edwin Chavez— Our New Vice-president

ello everybody! My name is Edwin Chavez
H
and I am now serving as yall's Vice President
for KCRC. I was born in Los Angeles, California

but spent most of my life raised in Middle Tennessee. I moved here to Kansas with my girlfriend Kayla. Kayla's grandfather is the person
who introduced me to the hobby of model aviation. Let's just say I met him once and a week
later, I had my first model air plane, an Apprentice. My first club was Middle Tennessee Radio
Control Society where I also met my instructor,
Larry White. He taught me the basics of flying on
the buddy box for three solid months every

Jim Hulse— Our New Treasurer

was born and raised in Independence, MO.
My wife, Becky, and I will be celebrating our
I28th
wedding anniversary in November. I be-

came a KCRC member in 2022. However, I've
been around in RC for a chunk of my life. My
dad was a KCRC member in the late 70s early
80s. When I was about 12 my dad got me into
racing RC cars, and I raced until shortly after I

Andrew Sites — Our New Safety Officer

i everyone, my name is Andrew Sites and I
H
am the newly appointed KCRC safety officer.
I am 23 years old and grew up in Warrensburg,

Missouri where I flew with the Mid-Missouri Modelers from 2010-2018. I’ve been flying since 2009
and have dabbled in a little bit of everything
from jets to drones, but my favorite type of flying
is 3D helicopters. In my teenage years I was
lucky enough to attend Camp AMA from
2014-2017, and the International Radio Control
Helicopter Association (IRCHA) Jamboree in
2015 and 2016, as well as numerous fun-fly
events and national competitions such as the
NATS and XFC. Those events have given me
some of the fondest memories I’ve ever made.
In 2018 I enlisted in the Missouri Air National
Guard where I’ve had the privilege of working
with the B-2 for the past few years. More recently

• (Virginia Beach)
• 1991 (Wangaratta, Australia
• Circus Circus Las Vegas Tournament of Champions
contestant
• 1984 (16th pl.)
• 1988 (7th pl., and Best Model)
• 1990 (11th pl., and Best Model)
• Judge - 1995 USA FAI F3A team Selection Tournament
• Judge - 1996 and 1998 Las Vegas Tournament of
Champions

morning, Monday through Friday before I went
to work. After I got off the buddy box, my second airplane was the E-flite T-28. From there, I
went straight to warbirds then to 3D acrobatics. I
finally got in to EDF jets. I'm sure you all can say
the RC bug bite me pretty hard. I even fly control line and compete in contests with the help
of the Minor brothers, Andy and Cary Minor
have taught me the way of the dark side. I reside in Overland Park, Kansas. Just like back in
Tennessee, I've joined a couple of RC clubs here
but KCRC is my home field and always will be. I
would like to say as the new Vice President that I
will help this club build on to the new era of
model aviation for current and future modelers.
graduated high school. I got back into electric
racing about 20 years ago and started racing
Nitro sedan about 15 years ago. The transition
from brushed motors and NiMH to brushless and
LiPo was interesting as it pertained to competitive racing. I've always had an interest learning
to fly, I just never acted on it until this past summer, and I am really enjoying it. I am now flying
solo, but I still bounce it on landing. Although the
bounces are getting smaller.
I have decided to pursue employment as a civilian and have been working for an engineering
firm in Lenexa as an Aviation Planner/Airport Designer. I hold a Bachelor of Science in Aviation
Management and am finishing up my Master of
Science in Aviation Safety through the University
of Central Missouri.
Aside from work, school, and flying RC I am
working on getting more into the commercial
UAS market. If you are thinking about getting
your Part 107 certification I would highly recommend it. It is a challenging test but will set you up
for success if you desire to pursue unmanned or
manned aviation in the future. I am very excited
to serve as safety officer for the upcoming term.
If you have anything you’d like to ask me, or
want to talk about flying, safety, or FAA regulations feel free to flag me down or email me at
andrewsites3@gmail.com.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the field!
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Jon Britt’s Nostalgia Airplanes
OCTOBER
CLUB MEETING
October 19th
At EAA Hanger
Lee’s Summit Airport

The Hotdogger designed and kitted by KCRC
Members in the1970s (upper model).
Britt’s Trainermaster from Gary Fisher’s Estate Sale.

REMINDER
OCTOBER BEGINS
KRCR’S NEW YEAR!
MEMBERSHIP FEES
ARE NOW DUE FOR THE
2022–2023
YEAR.
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