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Greetings! Our first club meeting of
the year is rapidly approaching –
April 21. It will be great to see
everyone again. As you should all
be aware, we will be meeting at the
field. Hopefully, the weather cooperates. We will start eating at 6:00 in
order to give us some time for show
and tell before it gets dark.
So bring your Winter/Spring projects
to show and even fly if they are
ready to go airborne.
Phil Lucido, President

Guess who is building this 1963 Classic RC
Vanguard model? See Page 5

The First 2021
Club Meeting
will be held
at the Flying field at
Fleming Park
April 21st

Serving the Greater Kansas City Area Radio Control Hobbyists since 1953
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Club News from Secretary
1. As a part of maintaining KCRC’s Gold Leader Club status a
check for $100 has been sent to support the AMA Scholarship Fund.

YOUR 2020 OFFICERS
Phillip Lucido, President
(816) 582-8167

2. We still haven’t heard from AMA in regard to our proposal
for financial support from the Flying Site Improvement Grant
Program. This was to offset some of the Club’s expense for
the materials related to the new safety fence and repair of
our startup stands.

lucido4405@gmail.com

3. Some have missed the Club Meetings so much that if it is
raining on the 21st, there will be a rain date one week later
on the 28th.

Doug Mayle, Treasurer

4. Dan Dowdy donated a Spektrum TX to a fellow modeler in
Topeka who donated $100 to the Club.
5. In case you haven’t noticed our resident professional
painter, Pat Masters, recently pained the vertical posts in
the shelter. He also painted the concert base that supports
the bulletin board. Thanks Pat for all you do to keep our flying site looking great paint-wise.

Susan Calvin, Vice-president
(816) 478-8330
scalvin47@earthlink.net
(816) 507-2782
dmayle@kc.rr.com
John Midgorden, Secretary
(816) 769-2199
jomidgorden@me.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Mike Ryken
(816) 419-6713

There will be
membership
application forms
available at
the Club Meeting
for those of you
who haven’t joined
for 2021. Bing your
money.

Date

Robert Deskins
(816) 461-5616
robertdeskions@att.net
Susan Calvin, Safety Officer
(816) 478-8330
scalvin47@earthlink.net
FLEMING PARK LIAISON
Jim Cianciolo

Events Dates for 2021
EVENT

Ripnlips3@sbcglobal.net

(816) 645-3558
Location

U-control Fun Fly

May 15

Charlie Reed Flying Field

NMAD

August 21

Charlie Reed Flying Field

Warbird Fun Fly

September 11

Charlie Reed Flying Field

Toys for Tots

October 16

Charlie Reed Flying Field

Club Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month.
April through September meetings are at the Flying Field

kcrcpilot@comcast.net

2021
Membership
50 to date

Serving the Greater Kansas City Area since 1953
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Safety Briefing
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Safety Officer Susan Calvin

“Oh the weather outside is frightening.” Or so it
seems. Because of the covid situation too many
of us have been laying low, and not going out
as much as we had been used to. Now, spring
is here and the end of covid is in sight, so now
we’re getting out more often. In doing so, we
are having to deal with the vagaries of spring
weather. One day it’s warm, next day it’s cold.
One day it’s wet, the next day it’s dry. Then
there’s the wind, and occasional thunderstorms. All of this describes conditions that can
drive us batty as we get out more.

mind. If we try hard enough we can relate internal weather to eternal weather.

These are external conditions that cause us to
change our plans, even our expectations. But
there is another kind of weather. One that we
never consider until someone brings it to our
attention. It came to my attention in an article I
read in college while I was pursuing my degree
in aviation safety. The article was titled “The
Weather Within.” In contrast to the physical
weather that surrounds us, the weather within
deals with our mental condition. It has to do
with our moods and our thought processes.
And it has correlations to external weather, with
one notable exception. We cannot change
external weather (climate change fanatics not
withstanding), but we do have considerable
influence over our internal weather. The trick is
to take stock of ourselves and our states of

The point I’m trying to make is that we all have
to deal with some form of internal weather that
can affect our performance, and our relations
with others. If you take the time to be reflective,
you can recognize adverse weather conditions
between your ears, and take appropriate corrective action before you get into trouble. Also,
you can recognize adverse internal mental
weather conditions in those around you, and
act appropriately. And while you can’t change
others’ mental weather, you can change your
own. The goal is to produce clear, pleasant,
mental weather which is most conducive to
good safety practices. You may save friendships as well as your favorite airplane. Something worth considering.

Some examples may prove helpful. Rain can
be associated to the “blues” or even depression. Fog can correlate with mental confusion.
Storms can compare to displeasure, and thunderstorms with lightening can compare to
anger of varying degrees. Heat and cold can
relate to mental fatigue or snap judgments. If
you think about it for a while you can probably
come up with other comparisons that are more
specific to you.

April Club Meeting — At the Flying Field
Hot Dogs Served at 6:00 P.M. — Bring Your Own Drink
Bring your Winter Projects for Display and Bragging Rites
Electric Models with Lights at Dusk
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From The Cianciolo Family
Dear KCRC Friends,
In the first week of January my older brother died
after a long illness. This was a sad way to begin
the New Year. Although this was painful his passing was not unexpected. He was buried on January 9th. Then toward the end of January my
dad, John and my mom Lottie contracted
COVID 19. They passed away on February 21 and
24. They were buried together on March 5th.
Dad was 94 and
Mom was 90. They
were married for
70 years. They fit
the demographic
of the most venerable to the virus.
Losing them so
soon after my
brother’s passing is heart wrenching. So many of
you have reached out to me and to my family
with your sympathy and support. For all your
kindness, we say thank you.
In going through their many belongings, I found
this hand written article that my dad wrote about
18 years ago. It was not dated and I don’t know
to whom he wrote it. I had never seen it before. I
thought it would be worth sharing and hearing
from him one last time how meaningful our model airplane hobby can be.
Jimmy C

hobby. We went through rubber powered,
control line and finally back to R/C. One son
joined a local club in the area and became
not only one of its top members but one of its
best R/C pilots.
When I was getting ready to retire in nineteen eighty-eight my wife and son talked me
into taking up the hobby again. It took a
while but my son taught me to fly R/C as we
know it today. At age seventy-six, I am not
the oldest member of our club. I consider
myself one of the luckiest members of our
club because young and older members
treat me as an equal. I go to the field for two
reasons. First of all for the friendship I receive
and second for the fun of R/C.
Some of the members call me by my first
name and some call me Mr. C. I consider it a
real compliment when someone says, “Mr. C
can you give me a hand?” We often have
younger members in our workshop who
need help with building or radio problems.
Every member of our club is willing to help
whenever
and however
they can.
Seniors, don’t
give
up!
T h e r e i s a lways someone ready to
help. Don’t

A Message for Senior KCRCers,
I built my first rubber powered model in nineteen thirty four. In the late nineteen fifties I
built one of the few single channel R/C
planes in the area.
Because of the responsibilities of raising four
sons and four daughters, I quit modeling for
many years. As time went by all four sons
and one daughter became interested in the

be bashful. Just ask.
John Cianciolo,
Independence, MO

Serving the Greater Kansas City Area since 1953
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A Blast From the Past—Guillows VANGUARD
What is a Guillows Vanguard, you ask? It’s a
1/2A Free Flight or R/C model first designed in
1960 by the legendary model designer Lew Andrews. In 1963, my uncle, from whom I acquired
my love of model airplanes, gave me his Guillows Vanguard that he had built in 1961 and
flown many times. It was originally equipped
with two Babcock escapement (rudder and
high/low throttle), an O.S. super-regenerative
receiver (yep, the same O.S. as our engines),
and a diesel .09 he had acquired in Germany
after WWII. It was flown with a Citizenship transmitter powered with 137.5 volts of batteries!
I ran across this old photos of me with the Vanguard from
around 1964 and
also in 1972,
shortly before it
met its demise.I
needed a "pandemic project"
so I decided to
recreate the old
Va n g u a r d . I
found some fullsize plans on
eBay (I have
since found the
original plans
used to build the
1961 version). With that I dove in.
I hadn't scratch built a model in over 35 years so
it was a reawakening of many long forgotten
balsa modeling skills, including silk and dope finishing. While this really wasn't a very big project,
true scratch building makes you really appreciate today's laser cut parts found in balsa kits or
any other prefabricated
kit like ARFs and foam
models. Even die cut (die
smashed?) balsa parts are
a luxury. One forgets the
time it really takes to
properly do a silk and
dope
covering/
finish. Many days and
many coats, endless wet
sanding, more coats of
dope, final polishing compound followed by another clear coat. Good

grief! Today's finishing techniques are so easy by
comparison, but this was really a fun and nostalgic experience, including the strong reminiscent aroma of butyrate dope! And thank
goodness for super glue and 12 minute epoxy!
Anyone remember Ambroid and Elmer's glues?
I'd still be building the airframe!
The 2021 version is powered with the same
Enya .09 as my original in 1972, same main landing gear, and the same tailwheel, really! The radio is a Futaba 2.4GHz receiver and servos. Just
a minor improvement...
F
u
n
fact: ALL
b a l s a
wood that
went into
t h e c o nstruction,
except
two 1/8" x 6" x 36" pieces of sheet for the fuselage sides came out of my balsa scrap box and
I wouldn't have had to do that if I had been willing to have a seam. The 6" wide balsa sheet was
actually in stock at Hobby Haven at 105th &
Metcalf. Oh happy day! Virtually no cost for balsa. Guess I've been building for a long time to
have enough leftovers for a complete model!
Finish is all Sig nitrate and butyrate dope, and silk
was also from Sig. All up weight is 1 lb, 15 oz.
Tank is a whopping 2 oz capacity.
Recreating my first R/C model was definitely
worth it, while honoring its heritage and my uncle, too. My cousins have seen the new pictures
and remember the old Vanguard well.
I will bring this "blast from the past" to the April
club meeting Show 'n Tell.

Serving the Greater Kansas City Area since 1953
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RC Aviation—What’s Our Future (By Bob McGregor)
Before moving back to Missouri in 2012 I had been a member of the Salinas Area Modelers (SAM for short). Bob
McGregor was one of the stalwart members of SAM being treasurer and newsletter editor for many years. Bob has
given me permission to use this article that appeared in the SAM March Newsletter. Bob was a life long full-scale
pilot flying aircraft such as the Cessna Citation for one of the big Ag companies in the Salinas Valley.
Editor JLM

Go back in time 20 years—9/11/2001.
Seems like yesterday but the repercussions
of that day continue, even in model aviation. As you may recall, very shortly after the
airliners hit the Twin Towers in NY, it was suggested a radio controlled model airplane
could carry enough explosives to cause serious damage to many types of structures
such as, but not limited to, buildings and
b r i d g e s a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t i n g o u r i nfrastructure. Since that time RC Aviation has
been in the crosshairs of the NSA and the
FAA. Fortunately the AMA has been very
effective advocating for us and continues
the fight in Washington, DC.
Then along came “drones” that were
cheap, easy to operate and were readily
accessible to the public. I don’t think anyone would argue the fact that there are
many advantageous uses for drones. Conversely there is unlimited opportunity to exploit their abilities in negative ways. The
negative ways are what we are fighting to
harness and eliminate.
Regulation began to be implemented. First
it was Part D107 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations titled SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS. Small unmanned aircraft
were defined as any unmanned aircraft
with a takeoff weight of less than 55
pounds. That pretty much included all of
our RC aircraft. Initially the idea was floated
that all RC pilots would require knowledge
and practical testing. Then there was an
exception made for recreational pilots. Subsequently the SMALL UAS CERTIFICATE OF

REGISTRATION was introduced. This was a
little misleading as many thought that
meant every aircraft must be registered, but
in actuality it is just the pilot that must be
registered. The registration number was to
be displayed on every aircraft flown. Many
of us procured the certificate and I think
that is a good thing for all RC pilots to do.
However, the AMA took the position that
sanctioned clubs were not obligated to enforce the registration requirement. At that
point nothing changed in our operation as
we were under the umbrella of a community based organization—the AMA. Then Public Law 112-95 Section 336 was enacted by
Congress which stated that unmanned aircraft operated strictly for recreational purposes under the auspices of community
based organization (AMA), aircraft weighs
under 55 pounds, operated line of site, not
over 400 feet above the ground level, not in
controlled airspace, at a known flying site
and more than 5 miles from an airport (plus
a few other conditions) were not subject to
the requirement of Part 107. Salinas Area
modelers fits all the parameters of Section
336. The rule does not negate the requirement for a UAS certificate, but that rule is still
not being enforced by the AMA. You may
ask what about float flys and special
events. There are procedures through AMA
for getting such events approved.
In 2019 LAANC (Low Altitude Authorization
and Notification Capability) became available to recreational UAS operators.
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Continued from page 6

This gave recreational flyers a tool to be
able to fly in controlled airspace or inside a
five mile distance of an airport with a letter
of authorization (LOA). This was a lifesaver
for many clubs but didn’t affect SAM.
Now the requirement of remote ID (basically
a transponder in the aircraft) is the issue of
the day. The FAA issued NPRM December
31, 2019, and received 53,000 comments on
the rule. The FAA is required to address each
and every comment received. The final rule
was issued December 23, 2020, much to the
surprise of the AMA as the FAA gave them
no notice of such intentions even though
the AMA representatives had been part of
the advisory committee. Remote automatically identifies and reports the position (including attitude) of an aircraft. Logic tells us
that is necessary for drones operating in
controlled and congested airspace. We certainly don’t want drones of any size running
into airliners or any other full scale aircraft. It
is going to take two and a half years for the
rule to completely take affect and it most
likely will not affect our operation at all. Having said that it is incumbent on all of us to
stay vigilant in both our flying and the regulations as you never know when things can
change. All it takes is one incident and we
could be in trouble. Fly safe and follow the
rules. Keep your aircraft in sight and if flying
FPV be sure you have an observer that CAN
keep the aircraft in sight. If an observe can’t
see your aircraft you are in violation.

but still a skill that required constant vigilance. We all know a small distraction can
cost us an aircraft at a minimum but can
cause a tragedy at the worst. A tragedy is
what the hobby cannot afford. We have all
made mistakes and will continue to do so as
we are all human. Strive to be as thorough
as possible when preparing an aircraft for
fight. Our spouses call our airplanes toys, but
they really aren’t toys any more than a full
scale aircraft. Regardless of size all aircraft
have the potential of being lethal, and have
been lethal. The AMA has the Safley Code
(posted at our field) and SAM has our operating rules designed to keep us safe in our
hobby. Also don’t forget we lease our site
from the County of Monterey and there are
compliance provisions stated in our lease
and use permit. The SAM Rules of Operation
can be found on our website. It might be
good to familiarize ourselves with them
https://salinasareamodelers.org

Night Flying

Radio controlled aircraft have been in existence for over 100 years and as a hobby for
some where between 70 and 80 years. We
have seen a lot of progress in technology
that has made flying much less demanding
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Don’t forget,
there will be
night flying at the
April Club meeting. So bring your
lighted Radians
or other electric
powered lighted
models for an
evening of pretending to be
UFOs.
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Lockheed SR-71
This photo was taken at the SAC Museum
West of Omaha. A great museum for all you Airplane Buffs

April Club Meeting
April 21, 2021
At Charlie Reed
Memorial Field
(Rain Date 4/28)
Come Early and Fly
Hot Dogs at 6:00
Bring your own drink
Bring Your Winter
Project fo Display
Lighted Aircraft Flying
Permitted at Dusk
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