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Come Join the Gang at the Appreciation Dinner — March 12th
Greetings!
Seems like
the weather is starting
to favor
more flying,
if the wind
would just
slow down
a little. The
a n n u a l
banquet was very successful this year. I
think everyone enjoyed the food,
John’s video, the awards, and the
prizes. Again, a very big thank you to
John for all he has done for the club.
The Build and Fly program is off to a
great start. We were not sure about
having an airplane kit to get started
with as there has been a shortage of
light plywood. However, Susan was
able to contact Karen (her family started SIG) and was able to get us a kit.
We had 8 club members show up to
help with the program. Mike Dooley
from EAA has also been there to help
with the orientation and to inform parents and kids about their program for
kids. Presently, we have 6 kids in the
program. We also have a couple of
parents who have participated in the
building. We are making great progress
as the wing is finished and the tail surfaces are underway.
Remember, we will begin to meet at
the field this month. Food will be avail-
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Dan Dowdy and his New Electric Powered
U-control Beauty! It Flies Great!

Club Meeting
will be held
at the Flying Field
April 20th
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able around 6:00 and the meeting will begin at 7:00. The
club will furnish the food. There will be sodas and water
available left over from the dinner. Thanks to Duane Hulen
who will be bringing and cooking the food. Fly before the
meeting and lighted aircraft after the meeting. Phil Lucido

A PANIC AT THE FLYING FIELD
It was a good day at the flying field
and Duane Hulen, assisted by Jesse Casteel,
was getting his Swap Meet purchased
Yak ready for a maiden flight.
Don Ronnebaum came running out to the
startup stand out of breath saying he just
received a call from his son (who works for
the FAA) wanting to know directions to the field.
Duane, with a look of great concern,
exclaimed “I don’t have my FAA # on my plane.”
Then with a big smile Don yelled APRIL FOOL!

2022 Event Schedule
Dates

Event

Location

May 21

U-Control Fun Fly

Flying Field

Jun 25/26

Mini Jet Rally (Fun Fly) Flying Field

July 9

All Electric Fun Fly

Flying Field

Aug 13/14

U-Control Combat

Flying Field

Aug 13

National Model Day

Flying Field

Sept 10

Warbird Fun Fly

Flying Field

2022 Membership So Far-60
Club Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month.
October through March meetings are at the EAA Hanger
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Minutes of the March Meeting
The March 16, 2022 KCRC meeting at the
EAA Hanger Conference Room was called
to order by Vice-president Susan Calvin at
7:00 P.M. President Phil Lucido had an excused absence. Treasurer Doug Mayle and
Secretary John Midgorden where the other
officers present. There were 27 members
present including new members Andrew
Sites and Mark Bartonek.
Vice President’s Report
Susan began the meeting asking for the approval of the minutes of the February 2022
minutes. The vote was affirmative.
Susan introduced the visitors Dennis McGraw, Andrew Sites, and Macala Taulborg
and son Brom.
Treasurer Report: Doug Mayle
1. Doug gave a report of the bank balance
at the end of February.
2. Based on action at the last meeting
Doug moved $8,000 that was combined
with a CD that matured on March 9th
into a new CD.
3. Doug then gave the total of the Club’s 2
CDs.
4. Doug also shared the checks he has written lately for the AMA charter, AMA
Scholarship Fund, expenses for the Dinner, etc.
Secretary Report: John Midgorden
1. John mentioned that the Park had
queried Jimmy C. wondering why they
hadn’t received the AMA insurance
voucher. Later that same day they informed Jimmy that it had arrived.
2. Based on the fact that Jimmy C, who
usually runs the U-control fun fly event,
isn’t available on the scheduled date
May 14th John checked with some of the
other U-control flyers and they had no
problem slipping the date one week to
the 21st.
3. The U-control Combat Event is also being
moved to August 13–14 by a request

from the Minor Brothers who run this
event.
4. John indicated that Mike Ryken has
agreed to be the CD of the Jet Fun Fly.
Mike wonders if we really need to Sanction the event with the AMA. It was decided that we don’t need to sanction
the event but will have to purchase day
Park passes, as we have done previously,
for contestants that are not members of
KCRC or who don’t have an annual Park
Pass.
5. John then mentioned that he has additional copies of his movie that was shown
at the dinner if there are those who want
one.
6. The hoax regarding the FAA shutting
down an RC field in California filled up
our email boxes this past week. It was
good to learn that it was a hoax.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Susan brought up the need for persons to
sign up to bring the hotdogs, etc. to the
Club meetings at the field that begins in
April. Duane Hulen volunteered for April
and Tom Safely volunteered for one of
the summer months. (There was one other volunteer but your secretary didn’t get
his name).Doug Mayle has made a list of
the things necessary for these club meeting cookouts that he can furnish to those
volunteering.
2. Susan shared that she is kicking off the
new Build and Fly Program on April 2nd.
There will be an organizational meeting
on Saturday, March 26th. A major concern is the SIG Kit has not arrived yet but
has been promised within couple of
weeks.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Edwin Chavez brought up a proposal to
work with the Swanee Mission RC Club
for an organized training program. They
have a good program and are willing to
work with KCRC on a training program. It
was agreed that Edwin see if one of the
Continued on Page 4
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Swanee Mission instructors could come
to the KCRC Club meeting in April to
share what they are doing.
2. A question was raised regarding having
training nights at the field again like the
Club had 3 years ago. Duane Hulen
shared that when the Club did this it had
limited success. A major problem was the
lack of students.
3. Tom NIffen made a motion that we ask a
Shawnee Mission “certified trainer” to
come to our field to train our instructors.
After a second there was considerable
discussion regarding flight training, John
Midgorden explained the system he had
developed in Arizona. Jon Britt expressed
his opinion that the current automatic
systems (like on the Apprentice Trainer
model) is a handicap in that students
don’t ever really learn true 3-axis control.
He likened it to learning to ride a bike but
never taking off the training wheels.

e A

Tom’s motion was tabled. At this point
Edwin Chaves moved that we invite a
Shawnee Mission instructor to come to
our April Club Meeting at the field to explain their program. Motion passed and
Edwin volunteered to make the invitation.
4. Richard Strickland explained that 20
members of another club in the St. Louis
area had a meeting with the FAA and
they got special dispensation to allow
them to fly up to 2,000 feet in altitude in
Class C airspace. Richard suggested that
se do a similar thing and he will get more
details from Ed White regarding what
they did to organize this meeting with
FAA personnel.
Meeting was adjourned by motion. After the
break those that brought Show and Tell aircraft explained their models.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Midgorden, Secretary

reciation Dinner —March 12

Mike Ryken was presented a plaque for
his 2 years of service
as KCRC President.
Bob Deskins was presented a plaque for
his 4 years of service
as KCRC Treasurer.
John Midgorden was
given a plaque for
his service to the
Club.

Guest Speaker
Jeff Bolden,
The field mainteAirline Pilot and
nance crew were
founder of the
given gift certificates
Red Tails Academy, for their work keeping the field mowed
a program to get
and edged.
young people
into aviation.

The Appreciation Dinner was well attended this year with
close to 60 people dinning. The food was great, the
speaker very interesting, and lots of raffle prizes, including some of Marvin’s blackberry jam. Marvin’s brother
Larry Lackam came as out guest and had a good time.
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SAFETY by Susan Calvin, KCRC Safety Officer
One of the problems of writing a column for any
length of time is that, eventually, you run out of
ideas and things to say. This is one of those times.
So, bear with me as I stumble through this
month’s writing. The first thing that comes to mind
as I sit at my computer is the recent activity of
our EAA/AMA/KCRC Build & Fly program. We’ve
had two building sessions and I must thank those
of you who have stepped up to act as instructors. You’ve been exposed to local youth who
have lots of energy and enthusiasm but little appreciation for safety. Thankfully, you have
stepped up to the task and made sure our kids
remain uninjured even though some very sharp
knives and saws have been involved. And that’s
not the only hazard. Most of us as adults are accustomed to using modern adhesives. The kids
don’t have that experience to fall back on. So, I
must also thank you for preventing any of our
kids from gluing themselves to the airplane
they’re building. Fortunately you’ve been attentive to making the kids wear surgical gloves.
Granted, some of those gloves have ended up
stuck to the plane, but the kids have been
spared. For all this I say, great job. You’ve been a
good example for our youth.
The only other thing I can think of to write about
is related to a recent project I’m involved with for
the EAA. I’ve been asked to build an Adirondack
chair for the chapter. This has caused me to start
using some of my favorite toys in my woodshop.
This includes a table saw, a radial arm saw, a
floor model drill press, and a thickness planer in
addition to some smaller power tools. It’s been

fun getting reacquainted with these tools, but it’s
also caused me to become extra cautious to
keep my fingers away from some very aggressive
blades and drill bits. So far all my digits are still
attached.
Along with this it has become apparent that I will
soon be using other dangerous tools. Things like
lawn mowers, weed whackers, hedge trimmers,
tillers, and chain saws among other tools related
to our improving weather. An interesting story
comes to mind here. In one of my safety courses
in college my professor related the story of a fellow who was really safety un-conscious when it
came time to trim his hedges. He didn’t have a
hedge trimmer so he removed the handle from
his lawn mower, started the engine and proceeded to pick up the mower deck with his
hands. As he wrapped his hands around the bottom edge of the deck the mower blade instantly
removed all his fingers. I know, you’re shaking
your head in disbelief, but things like that do
happen. All I can do here is ask you to be careful, think ahead, and use extra caution while
dealing with our seasonal changes. BTW, the fellow who lost his fingers by misusing his lawn
mower sued the manufacturer, and won. Go figure. And while we might be excused for thinking
he got lucky by getting a stupid judge, remember he lost his fingers. The bottom line here is that
it’s just not worth it to be careless.
So, I’m urging all of us to use caution when
things are changing and we’re trying to adjust to
new habits. I know you will.

Some Important Things to Remember
Since AMA Membership is no longer on a Calendar Year basis some of you may need to
make sure you take care of renewing your AMA. Don’t let your AMA membership expire
leaving the the Park without your liability insurance coverage.
Be sure you have your FAA number on all your airplanes. Remember the number must be
visible or in a place that is easy to get to without tools. For example, if your model has a
removable hatch put your number inside the hatch.
There has been considerable movement of event dates since earlier in the year. The Ucontrol fun fly has been moved to May 21st. The date for the annual National Model Aviation Day (NMAD) is August 13th, not the 20th as listed earlier.
The Park Rangers are checking for Park Passes much more often this year, so make sure
you have your Pass with you when you are flying.
Serving the Greater Kansas City Area since 1954
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A POTPOURRI OF PHOTOS
Dan Dowdy flying his new
Electric Powered U-control.

The second Build and Fly
Program organizational
meeting with EAA President
Mike Dooley presiding.
Jesse Casteel flying a small
indoor RC prior to the March
Appreciation Dinner. Jimmy
C. waiting his turn.

The gathering of Eagles at
the March Club Meeting.
Note the boxes of donuts.

The food line at the Dinner.
Richard Strickland and his
Business Jet following a very
successful maiden flight.

Duane Hulen’s Yak’s DLE 35
finally drawing fuel and
running great.
Duane takes his maiden
flight sitting down!
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SECOND BUILD & FLY PROGRAM
The second Build & Fly
Program is off to a great
start at the EAA Hanger.
In the first two build sessions a total of 7 young
men are now involved in
building the SIG Trainer.
Some of the dads are
now involved with their
sons and several new
KCRC members are also
involved, learning how to
build a model the old
fashion way.
Thanks to the KCRC guys
who are instructing and
keeping the kids safe.
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Duane Hulen and Yak
APRIL
CLUB MEETING
April 20, 2022
At Fleming Park
Flying Field

Duane working hard to get the Yak
to draw fuel.
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MEAL AT THE FIELD
Hotdogs & Polish
Sausages will be
served at 6:00 P.M.
Bring your own drink.
Come to fly before the
meal and after the
Business Meeting.
Night Flying toward
Dusk/Sundown!
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