CONTACTS

Kansas City Radio Control Association — AMA Charter No. 390

October` 2020

A Go
ld
Lead
er Clu
b

The Official Newsletter of KCRC
An AMA Chartered Club for 67 Years
www.kcrcradiocontrol.com
Volume LXV, Issue X

October Meeting at the EAA Hanger — Wear a Mask Please
Greetings! It has
been an interesting year with
Covid-19. Howeve r, t h e s u m m e r
meetings went well
at the flying field.
It is now time to
m o v e b a c k i ndoors as the
weather will be
changing and it is getting darker earlier.
Fred Hulen mentioned how the EAA was
conducting their meetings. The meeting
room can only hold 16 people and the
other members attend by “zooming”. I
contacted Mike Dooley of the EAA for
input. He mentioned that there are a variety of programs out there that can be
used for “zoom” type meetings. They use
“Go to Meeting”. When I last checked it
was a little cheaper than Zoom.
Several of us have met with Mike to find
out more about the process. Starting in
November we will probably be doing
“zoom” type meetings. For October, we
will be able to meet in the hangar. We
are able to do this as the EAA will be having an auction and the planes will be out
of the hangar on our meeting night. (If
they do not sell anything and the hanger
is still full that could be a problem.) Our
October 21st meeting is presently planned
to be held in the hangar. We will need to
‘Social Distance’ – 6 ft all away around
and wear ‘Masks’.
The new pilot protective chainlink fence is
now installed thanks to Scout Troop #332
and Carey Reed.
Remember, Toys for Tots is on Saturday
October 24th (bring new unwrapped toys
to donate) - starts at 9:00 AM. As this is the
last event by our club for the year, come
on out and have a ‘Great Time’.
President Phil Lucido
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A Great Fall Day for Flying

The Club Meeting
this month is at the
EAA Hanger.
Wednesday September 21st
at 7:00 P.M.
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YOUR 2020 OFFICERS
Phillip Lucido, President
(816) 582-8167
lucido4405@gmail.com
Susan Calvin, Vice-president

October 24, 2020
Fleming Park Flying Field
Purpose: To gather toys for the
Marine Corps’ Annual Christmas Drive
to provide toys for needy children.
All Pilots who fly at the Fleming Park
facility are invited to participate.

(816) 478-8330
scalvin47@earthlink.net
Doug Mayle, Treasurer
(816) 246-7376
dmayle@kc.rr.com
John Midgorden, Secretary
(816) 769-2199
jomidgorden@me.com

HERE IS HOW IT
WORKS!
Participants are
encouraged to bring
two toys, one for a
girl and one for boy
(kind of like a
landing fee). At the
end of the day all the
toys will be loaded up
and delivered to the
Kansas City Marine
Toys for Tots
Foundation.

HERE ARE THE MARINE CORP
REQUIREMENTS
APPROVED TOYS:
1. Must be new and in the original
container.
2. The toy must not be gift
wrapped.
3. We cannot accept any toys that
resemble weapons.
4. The toy can now be a stuffed
animal.
5. Age groups are: 0–2yrs, 3–5yrs,
6–7yrs, 8–10yrs and 11–16yrs.
6. Please keep in mind, this is the
Only gift some of these kids will
receive for the holidays.

7. We accept gift cards.

Sponsored by the
Kansas City Radio Control Association

BOARD MEMBERS
Mike Ryken
(816) 419-6713
Ripnlips3@sbcglobal.net
Robert Deskins
(816) 461-5619
robertdeskions@att.net
Susan Calvin, Safety Officer
(816) 478-8330
scalvin47@earthlink.net
FLEMING PARK LIAISON
Jim Cianciolo
(816) 645-3558
kcrcpilot@comcast.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
John Midgorden
(816) 769-2199
jomidgorden@me.com

The 2019 Toys for Tots gang and a table full of toys?
Can we do better this year?

2020
Membership
71 to date
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Minutes of the September Club Meeting
The September 16th KCRC Club meeting,
held at the Charlie Reed Flying Field, was
called to order by President Mike Ryken at
7:00 P.M. The other officers present were
Vice-president Phil Lucido, Treasure Robert
Deskins and Secretary John Midgorden.
There were 30 members present. Mike recognized new member George Yocum.
President: Mike Ryken
Mike asked for a motion to approve the
August meeting minutes. Motion received
and approved.
Vice-President: Phil Lucido
Phil had no report.
Treasurer: Bob Deskins
Bob shared the financial information
through August.
Secretary: John Midgorden
John had no report.
Park Liaison: Jimmy Cianciolo
• Jimmy C. reported that he had notified
the Park about replacing the safety
fence. They have no problem as long as
KCRC is funding the project.
• Jimmy asked the Park if they were going
to mow the outfield. It is on the list and
will be mowed in the near future.
• He also asked the Park about the rules
signage. It too is in process.
• Jimmy also sent the Park a photo of a
drone being flown over the North end
of the runway. This photo to illustrate the
issues we are having with pilots who
don’t follow the rules.
OLD BUSINESS
Safety Fence: Boy Scout Casey talked
about the Scout project to replace the
safety fence. The fence will be built on October 10th and 11th. The Scouts will need a
few more bags concert. The field will need
to be closed during this construction. On
the 2 weekend dates there will be opportunities to fly late afternoons. Jimmy C. will
notify the Park that the field will be closed
during the construction and to make sure

the water will not be turned off until after
the job is done. Casey indicated that work
will start at 8 A.M. until early afternoon
each day. Frank Meyers and Jimmy C. will
pick up the materials.
WarBird Event: The annual Warbird Fun Fly
was a great success with 32 warbirds and
great weather. There were several pilots
from other Clubs participating including the
49 Jumbo Squadron.
Swap ’N’ Shop: Duane Hulen reported that
he has been unable to connect with the
Director of the John Knox Pavilion. They are
currently not having any functions in the
Pavilion and what the situation will exist after the first of years is unknown.
NEW BUSINESS
Future Club Meetings: Fred Hulen discussed
what the EAA Chapter is doing regarding
meetings at the hanger. With social distancing they only allow 14 people in the
meeting room. The EAA is currently using
Zoom for online meetings. After appropriate research the officers will announce in
the October Newsletter how KCRC will
conduct winter meetings.
Election: President Mike expressed his appreciation for his opportunity and support
as he led the Club over the past 2 years.
Mike then opened the meeting to further
nominations for Vice-president and Treasurer. Susan Calvin volunteered to serve as
VP but there were no nominations for treasurer. The new officers where elected by
affirmation and applause.
Clothing Sales: Barb Carey announced she
has clothing with her for anyone who wants
hats or shirts. She also shared she can no
longer handle the Club’s clothing sales.
The meeting was adjourned for additional
flying and Richard Strickland, Jesse Casteel,
Duane and Fred Hulen, Jon Britt and John
Midgorden flew their lighted gliders as the
sky darkened.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Midgorden, Secretary
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Safety Briefing

Susan Calvin Safety Officer

A lot of us have heard the phrase “You Can’t
Fix Stupid.” And for many of us, that’s true, but
not always. I recently purchased a t-shirt from
an outfit that caters to veterans. On the back
of that shirt is the following statement, “I Am a
Veteran, I Can Fix Stupid, But It’s Gonna Hurt.”
How do we apply that truism to our daily lives?
Simple. Consider all the tasks we perform in a
given day and then consider the pain we will
endure if we should do something stupid. The
realization of the degree and duration of the
pain we will endure for doing something stupid
is the best motivator, or fix, for that something
stupid we’re about to do.
Every season we are presented with numerous
opportunities to take leave of our senses just
by doing routine chores/activities. In winter
there are things like shoveling snow, decorating for Christmas, getting our homes and cars
ready for the cold, and returning to our shops
for that winter building project. In spring and
summer we get involved in opening up our
homes, planting gardens, cutting grass, trim-

ming trees and other foliage, and making repairs to things that broke down during the winter. In the fall there are gutters to clean, and
lots of general clean-up tasks to perform.
Just about any of these activities will likely involve dangerous tools, or chemicals, or other
hazards like electricity, kitchen fires, scalding
water, cuts or abrasions, falling objects, etc.
The list of things that can ruin our days, and
make us feel stupid, is endless. When we look
back on our lives we should be able to see all
the times we got stupid, and got hurt. An honest look into the future can help us avoid a
repeat of those times. So, the best way to
avoid the pain involved in “fixing stupid” is to
exercise constant vigilance. Plan ahead, be
constantly aware, and never do anything that
gives you no plan of escape. In the end the
best way to fix stupid is to not do stupid. It
sounds so simple, and in reality it is. Anyone
can do it. We just have to be sure that “anyone” is us.

Nostalgia Pic
Here is a photo of a bunch of
KCRC Pattern Flyers, all with
award trophies. Many of us
remember Charlie Reed (far
left kneeling) as our mentor
and source of our hobby stuff.
September 11th was the anniversary of Charlies passing.
Charlie was in many ways the
father of KCRC. He was also
an advocate for patron
completion. I had just soloed
when he told me to begin
competing. I will never forget
his council—“it will make you
a better pilot.”
JLM, Editor
Serving the Greater Kansas City Area since 1953
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Where is My Glider! by Fred Hulen
After the Club meeting on
September 16th we flew our
lighted gliders. As it got to full
darkness we had 6 of them up
at the same time. Jon Britt and
I were talking about how confusing it got when they were
close together and Jon
brought up the comment
heard more than once over
the years, “Who went in?”
“YOU DID!”

That seemed funny at the
time but not more than a few
minutes later we heard a
commotion and someone
said that one of the gliders
had landed behind us in the
top of the tree that had
been struck by lightning.
“Whose was it?” “It was
Midgorden’s!”
Sure enough, John had taken his eyes off of his model
for just a moment and when
he looked back he was
watching the wrong one
while his glider flew into the
top of that tree.
So now that we’ve got one
parked waaaaay up there
where we can’t possibly get to
it, what do we do? Duane
came up with the solution and
called his son Derek (my
grandson) who operates a
bucket truck. The next morning
Derek came out and very

carefully rescued the Radian.
Using the full height of the bucket
plus a very long pole he was able to
get it loose and bring it down. Derek
said that he estimated that the
plane was 50 to 55 feet up. Look
closely at the rescue sequence pictures and at the end you will see
John who was extremely glad to
have his glider back and thankful to
Derek for getting it down for him.

I’m very grateful for Duane, who
arranged for his son Derek to come
out the next morning and retrieve
my Radian. Fred documented my
story with all these photos and
wrote the story.
The only damage to my Radian was
a small chunk out of the leading
edge of the right wing. It is repaired
and it’s ready to fly flight #101.
I want everyone to take note of the
amazing skill (while flying blind) it
took to put this model in the dead
tree. Because the Park had cut off
most of the branches on the East
side of the tree Derek could get his
bucket truck directly under the
treed Radian. I dare anyone to try
and repeat this trick.
John Midgorden, Editor
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On the Weekend of October 10–11 Scout Troop 332 removed the old safety fence and installed a new
chainlink fence. The Photos on this page document the work of many Scouts, their parents and many
KCRC members. The entire project was overseen by KCRC members Frank Meyer and Jimmy Cianciolo. After many months of discussion and various options, the Club voted at the August Club Meeting
to select the chainlink option. The completed fence is shown at the bottom of this page.

Casey Reed, giving strong direction to his Scout Troop
mates, who organized this
new fence project as a part of
his earning his Eagle Scout
award. He and his Dad Jon
are KCRC members.
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The first weekend in October was Ringmaster Weekend all over the world. According to Jimmy C. there
were probably thousands of Ringmaster flights on this weekend. The Ringmaster U-Control model is a
historic model dating back to the 1950s. Ringmaster flyers could be considered nostalgia groupies.

Richard Strickland and his Russian Jet — This was a successful maiden flight

Jimmy C. and Fred Myers contemplating the
new fence project on Friday before the
weekend. Marvin Lackamp helping out!

Guess who got stuck with cooking the hotdogs on Sunday for the new fence Scout
Troop workers?
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Thanks to Gary Fisher Midgorden has
a New Backup Radian Glider
October 21, 2020
Club Meeting
The October Club
Meeting will be held at
the EAA Hanger.
The Hanger will be
large enough for us to
practice social
distancing.
You will be required to
wear a mask.
Come and enjoy being
with your KCRC mates.
The meeting will be at
7:00 P.M.
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