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Season’s Greetings!
Hello, fellow R/C enthusiasts!

My name is Edwin Chavez, and I’m honored to 
serve as the president of the Kansas City Club 
Association (KCRC). My passion for remote con-
trol aircraft started when I was just 7 years old, 
and although I’ve only been deeply involved in 
the hobby for the past 4 years, I’ve explored 
nearly every discipline within the R/C airplane 
world. From Warbirds and Turbines to the Prehis-
toric times before R/C of Control Line Combat, 
it’s been an amazing journey. Watching our 
club grow over the past three years has been a 
truly rewarding experience, and I’m grateful to 
be part of such a diverse and passionate group. 
Whether you’re into gliders, scale models, or 
other types of aircraft, we all share the same 
love for R/C flight.

As president, I want to emphasize that our club 
thrives when all members stay engaged and 
contribute. Whether this is your first year with us 
or your tenth, it’s important that we all pitch in 
to help out. The more members involved during 
our events—whether it’s setting up, assisting dur-
ing the event, or helping with other tasks—the 
smoother things run for everyone. Volunteering 
ensures that we can continue to host successful 
and enjoyable experiences for all members.

In addition to volunteering, let’s always keep 
safety as a top priority, especially when we’re in 
the air. Adhering to safety guidelines is crucial 
for ensuring everyone has a fun, safe experi-
ence, and helps maintain a positive environ-
ment for all members.

Above all, let’s continue to focus on what 
makes this hobby so special: the fun! R/C flying 
is an exciting, rewarding pursuit, and no matter 
your experience level, the joy of flying should 
always be at the heart of what we do.

Thank you to all who volunteer and stay active 
within the club—your involvement is what keeps 
our community strong. I’m excited for the year 
ahead and the events we have planned. If you 
have any ideas, suggestions, or just want to 
chat about R/C flight, please feel free to reach 
out.

See you at the field!


President Elect Edwin Chavez Doing His Thing

with his foamy DR-1

September 18th Club Meeting

This will be the last meeting at the Field


for this Season 

http://www.kcrcradiocontrol.com
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Minutes of  the November 20, 2024 Meeting
The meeting was called to by Club President 
Edwin Chavez at 7:01PM.  In attendance were 
Edwin Chavez, Jim Hulse, Deon Cross, Ronald 
Payne, David Wallace, Susan Calvin, Tom B, 
Robert Snyder, Jesse Casteel, Duane Hulen, Frank 
Myers, Jon Britt, John Midgorden, Darrell Kunard, 
Phillip Lucido, Keith Stevens, Chris Edinger, Dan 
Dowdy, Tom Carroll, Ron Dulinsky, and Richard 
Strickland

We observed a Moment of Silence for Fred 
Hulen.

There were no visitors or new club members at 
the meeting.

There was a correction of Tom Carroll spelling in 
previous minutes noted. October minutes were 
approved as written, with name correction, by 
club vote.  

There was no VP report.

The treasurer report given by Jim Hulse. The ac-
count balance as of 11-20-2024 is $4,272.30

There were no Secretary’s or Park Liason’s report. 

Susan Calvin, the Club Safety Officer, reminded 
everyone to abide by flying boundaries. No 
unauthorized flying at the park. It was mentioned 
to place the boundaries in the next issue of Con-
tacts. The park has been getting complaints (no 
specifics) about people flying where they

shouldn’t be. It was mentioned that with remote 
ID, specific offenders can be identified and dealt 
with by the authorities.

Keith Stevens, the Newsletter Editor, mentioned 
Contacts should be published prior to the meet-
ing. He will do better at publishing on time.

ANNOUNNCEMENTS

None

OLD BUSINESS

1. Build-n-Fly: Susan brought the EAA plane and 
said only a couple of sessions are left to com-
plete the bird.

2. Appreciation dinner. It was recommended 
that club pay half of dinner and that it be held 
at a venue that provides the dinner, access for 
slide slow, and cleans up afterwards. This way 
everyone can just enjoy the evening with friends 
and no club members would be burdened with 
all the logistics.

3. Club dues need paid.


4. Point people for next year’s flying events: 
David Wallace Oct, Chris Edinger

Warbirds, Jon Britt AMA


NEW BUSINESS

1. Jim Hulse has money set aside for 2025 swap 
and shop. No issues anticipated with securing 
date and times at John Knox Pavilion. It was 
mentioned that there is already interest in vendor 
tables.  The only negative feedback from 2024 is 
to have more people collecting money when 
we open so people didn’t have to stand in line 
so long to get in.

2. Dates of 2025 flying events were reviewed 
from Oct notes. All flying events were discussed 
to be single days with following day as rainday.

3. We need to solidify who will be chefs for the 
summer meetings.

Edwin adjourned the formal meeting at 7:57 PM.
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Dan Dowdy brought an electric powered U-Control 
aircraft.  It has a 36” wingspan and averages a 3-1/2 
minute flight per charge.  It uses 8-pound test fishing 
line with a length of 40 feet.  This model is from 
Twisted Hobby.  Dan mentioned it’s great to keep in 
the back of your car for spontaneous flying fun 
when good weather and a small field intersect.


Susan Calvin brought the EAA model the Young Ea-
gles are building.  She mentioned they only have a 
couple builds left to complete the bird.   


PAGE  11
Continued from Page 10

Above and left: Dan Dowdy with his Electric U-
Controlled foam aircraft from Twisted Hobby


Below and Right: Susan Calvin with the EAA 
Young Eagles airplane from Old School Models.  
The airplane is named the Fifty-Six.  It has a 56”-
inch wingspan … the creative juices were flowing 
when they named this one!  Originally designed 
by Carl Goldberg.
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Not so many days ago I was scanning through 
facebook when I came across an article about a 
flying club in Auburn, WA. The Flaming Geysers 
club was being evicted from its flying field after 
30 years at its location. The article reported that 
the club had a 23 acre site in the NE corner of a 
state park. Over the years the club had made 
many improvements including a shelter, paved 
taxiways, fencing, airplane starting stations, pic-
nic tables, a covered tool area, and electricity. 
When looking at the pictures that accompanied 
the article I was impressed at how similar this club 
is to our venue. Everything was well maintained, 
and the club members had spent great amounts 
of time and money making improvements.

                       Everything seemed idyllic. Then the bot-
tom fell out. Various reasons were given, includ-
ing a concern over tribal lands by a local tribe. 
Beyond that there were complaints about safety 
Apparently there were reports about club mem-
bers flying recklessly, ignoring commonly ac-
cepted safety practices. In one instance an off-
duty law enforcement officer claimed that a 
club member flew his helicopter at her while she 
was training her dog near the flying field. There 
seems to be some disagreement as to whether 
she was actually on the field, or just nearby. She 
claims harassment while the club member claims 
she was trespassing.

                       What does all this have to do with us? 
Simply this. Our club is in a similar situation. We 
have a very nice flying site. Over the years we’ve 
made considerable improvements, mainly at our 
expense. However, we do not own the property. 
At any time we could lose our flying site for any 
number of reasons, especially concerns over 
safety. No justification need be given.   That 
brings me to a recent concern. It has been re-
ported that someone has been flying drones out-
side our FRIA, and their activities have not gone 
unnoticed. It has been alleged that this person, 
or persons, may be members of KCRC. Regard-
less, such activities pose a threat to our exis-
tence, and needs to be corrected. If a KCRC 
member is conducting such activities, please 
bring your activity back into our designated FRIA. 
That area is bounded by paved roads immedi-
ately to the east and west of our field, and tree 
lines to the north and south. If this is not a KCRC 
member, and you know the person, let’s start by 
gently, and respectfully informing them that they 
need to curtail their activity. There’s a lot at stake 

here and we need to get out in front of this situa-
tion. I hope you agree.

- Susan




Park approved boundaries for our field in red. 
Roughly the north, south, east tree lines and 400’ 
altitude. 


Flying Field Boundaries 	 Susan Calvin
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A few days ago the teenage son of one of 
my neighbors was exercising his new driving 
privileges when he encountered some ice. 
He claimed he was not going fast, but he 
managed to slide off the road and impact 
several boulder sized rocks. The full size pick-
up he was driving rolled over and was to-
taled. Fortunately he and his three passen-
gers were not seriously hurt.

We are entering a season of the year when 
the weather will present us with numerous 
opportunities to encounter ice on a road-
way. This presents me the opportunity to 
write about something I learned in college. 

It was during a course in automotive acci-
dent investigation I took from Northwestern 
University. Without going into too much de-
tail, there is a simple equation for determin-
ing stopping distance:




where d= stopping distance (in meters), and 
µ = friction coefficient. There are other vari-
ables shown but they’re not important to this 
article. The thing I want you to notice is that 
stopping distance is inversely related to fric-
tion coefficient. 

Simply put, as friction coefficient gets smaller, 
stopping distance gets greater. Every surface 
has a quantifiable friction coefficient. Dry, 
hard surfaces tend to have a higher coeffi-
cient; while wet, soft, frozen surfaces have a 
lower coefficient.

We all have empirical understanding that ice 
has a coefficient that approaches zero, thus 
making stopping distance really long, ac-
cording to the equation above, when ice is 
encountered.

So why am I telling you all about this? Simple; 
we will all be dealing with ice on roadways, 
driveways, sidewalks and parking lots during 

this winter season. And the same variables 
that apply to automobile tires also applies to 
the shoes we wear. 

The bottom line is that each of us has value 
to family, friends and even KCRC. So, I’m 
encouraging each of us to exercise extreme 
caution when driving and walking during this 
winter season. It will be nice to see each of 
you in the upcoming flying season; without 
crutches, braces or broken body parts.


- Susan


Truck roll-over due to icy conditions in Whidbey Island, 
WA.  Photo by Laura Guido/Whidbey News-Times

Caution:  Slick Roads Ahead!	 Susan Calvin
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Max Klotz Memorial

January 1, 2025  C.W. Reed III Field at Fleming Park
10:00 AM . . . . Flying begins (regardless of the weather)
11:00 AM . . . . . Chili service begins

REQUIREMENTS TO FLY
 Cold weather & warm clothing
 A model to fly:
Skis (or hand launch) if there is a snow cover.
Certificate awarded to those who actually fly.

This event has a very long history.  
Let’s keep the tradition going!www.kcradiocontrol.com
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NEXT CLUB MTG. 

DECEMBER 18TH 


7 PM @ EAA HANGAR 

LEES SUMMIT AIRPORT


BRING POSITIVE ATTITUDES 
AND IDEAS FOR GREAT 

2025! 

YOUR 2025 OFFICERS
Edwin Chavez, President
(615) 522-6660

EdwinRazorChavez@out-
look.com 

Deon Cross, Vice-Presi-
dent
816-299-0848

deonandgayle@gmail.com

Jim Hulse, Treasurer

(913) 484-1738

letsgolf_3@hotmail.com

Keith Stevens, Secretary     
(417) 396-2155                
keithstevenskcrc@gmail.com
BOARD MEMBERS

Jon Britt
(816) 825-9490

joncat@sbcglobal.net

John Midgorden
(816) 769-2199

jomidgorden@mac.com

Phil Lucido
(816) 582-8167

lucido4405@gmail.com

Duane Hulen
(816) 516-4526

drhulen@sbcglobal.net

Susan Calvin, Safety Off-
cer  (816) 349-8981
scalvin47@earthlink.net

FLEMING PARK LIAISON
Jim Cianciolo
 (816) 645-3558

kcrcpilot@comcast.net

Craig McMichael
(816) 916-3902

 gone2hunt@notmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Keith Stevens


mailto:jomidgorden@me.com
mailto:kcrcpilot@comcast.net
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